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indeed, a New South Wales Protectionist, boasted that they
were gradually whittling away the powers of the Crown
and creating for the future the Republic of the United
States of Australia. 'To cut the last link of connexion
with the Crown, and to establish the Republic of Australia,
that is what we are coming to, and it is the inevitable
destiny of the people of this great country.' But his words
found little echo at the Convention; and were severely
handled by Mr. Gillies, who had been the Prime Minister of
Victoria, and by Sir Henry Parkes. More interesting was
the intervention into the general debate of Sir George
Grey, who, in three different Colonies, had done splendid
work as the representative of the Crown, and now eagerly
demanded that every member of the Government, including
the Governor-General, should be elected by the people of the
country. Sir George Grey was not greatly interested in
the question of a general federation. To him the impor-
tant point was that the elected legislatures of every State
should have an absolutely free hand to determine what
should be their form of government. But Sir George
Grey was in closer touch with the future trend of events
when he proposed that the Bill constituting the Common-
wealth of Australia, before being laid before the British
Parliament, should be submitted to and adopted by a
majority of a plebiscite of the people of Australia.
One of the most suggestive speeches in the discussion was
that of Sir Samuel Griffith, Recognizing the necessity
under a federal system, modelled on that of the United
States in leaving to the separate States the residuary
powers of government, of a Senate possessing equal
powers with those of the Legislative Assembly, he expressed
grave doubts as to how far the British system of respon-
sible government could be worked under such a Constitu-
tion. Another delegate went further, and affirmed that
'either responsible government would kill federation, or
federation would kill responsible government'.